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Sorting household waste for recycling in Israel: The role of cultural interpretations in the work of
waste inspectors
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An Israeli resident who discards their household waste into a recycling bin is typically unaware that the
contents of that bin may be weighed and measured by a waste inspector down the line. Yet, recycling
laws and economic considerations require that wastes be monitored regularly. The ‘recycling revolution’
has bred a cottage industry of waste planners, consultants, and inspectors who are contracted by local
authorities and by the Ministry for Environmental Protection to monitor wastes. These experts seek to

estimate the quantities of wastes discarded in different towns, and even more importantly, to assess the
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‘cleanliness’ of different recycling streams (e.g., whether residents have placed only food waste into the
brown organics bin, and nothing else).

In this lecture | ask how waste experts approach source separation as a practical, environmental, and
cultural project, how they make sense of its indeterminate outcomes and what terms they use to settle
and articulate them. Based on a year of participant-observation with a leading waste consulting firm, |
illustrate that even in relatively dry and technocratic realms of waste inspection, experts rely on ad-hoc
social theories of waste disposers to puzzle out indeterminacies in their work. That is, when findings are
contradictory or disputable — as in the waste world they often are — waste experts rely on social
typologies to settle dilemmas, rather than on material or technical explanations. These typologies are
highly variable and contradictory. Moreover, it seems this ‘social-theoretical’ characteristic of waste
work in Israel is not as prevalent in other countries. | will use theories from Science and Technology
Studies (STS) and environmental anthropology to explain the particular way that Israeli waste expertise
has come to narrate its object by foregrounding waste’s social ‘others,” and how this ‘othering’

depreciates the global and ethical purview of sustainable waste management.
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Aristotle for Anthropologists: Critical Notes on the Ethical Turn in Contemporary Anthropology

Don Seeman, Emory University

The past decade has seen a huge upturn in anthropological articles and monographs dealing centrally
with ethics. Initially spurred by specific developments in the anthropology of Islam represented by
figures like Talal Asad and his students, these studies focused on the habituation of pious selves to
religious norms and values. At the same time, another trend represented by writers like Michael
Jackson, Webb Keane and others, have explored the "everyday" or "ordinary" ethics that are supposedly
far removed from the more formalistic ethics of both religion and philosophy. | argue that both of these
trends illustrate important examples of what anthropology can contribute to the study of ethics but that
they both ignore a central aspect of moral experience associated in the Aristotelian tradition with the

ideal of deliberation, without which anthropological theories must remain impoverished and solipsistic.

Surrogate Mothers and Otherness
Sibylle Lustenberger, Institute of Social Anthropology, University of Bern, Switzerland

sib.lustenberger@gmail.com
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The bodily contribution of surrogate mothers makes it often difficult to define which relationship counts
as kinship and which does not. Keeping these women at distance, drawing a clear boundary, and
defining them as a third party or “the other” is therefore indispensible to this way of forming a family.

In this paper, | inquire into the narratives of gay men who contracted Indian surrogate mothers and
reflect upon my responsibilities as an anthropologist. To do so, | rely on ethnographic material collected
in Mumbai. For the period of two months | shared a hotel with clients of an Israeli agency and
accompanied them on a daily level. My interlocutors often emphasized that they and the surrogate
mothers had entered a pure business relationship, thereby drawing a clear boundary between them.
However, meeting these women face-to-face made them feel emotionally near. They felt responsible
toward them and deeply regretted that they could not understand their needs.

But the surrogate mothers were not only an “other” for the gay couples. They were also an “other” for
me, as a researcher. Due to my closeness to the commissioning parents, | often felt that their joy and
sorrows became my own. When interviewing surrogate mothers, in contrast, my unfamiliarity with their
language and the Indian context imposed a barrier. | discuss the risk of privileging the voices of intended

parents and how | might exercise my responsibility toward the surrogate mothers, too.
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Welcome and Opening Remarks, Prof. Harvey Goldberg, President of the Israeli Anthropological

Association

Keynote Lecture: The Animal-Human Divide Reexamined
Prof. Stanley Brandes, University of California, Berkeley

This paper focuses on a central anthropological issue: the distinction between Homo sapiens and non-
human animals. It is easy for anthropologists to list the essential traits that make human beings different
from other animals, including everything from bipedalism and tool making to complex language and
cooking with fire. It is also easy for anthropologists to provide an account of human evolution and our
genetic relationship to primates, past and present. In the popular mind, however, these issues over the
past several decades have assumed trivial significance. Nowadays, the animal-human divide has
become conceptually blurred to the point where many animals (e.g., dolphins and whales) are
considered in most respects virtually equivalent to humans. In the case of household pets—especially
cats and dogs—animals are frequently categorized as not merely symbolic, but rather actual, kin to
human mothers, fathers, and siblings. In this paper, we demonstrate the current reformulation of
animal-human relations through a close examination of several phenomena, including legal proceedings
in animal custody cases, the attribution of ethnic and religious identity to animals, burial and

expressions of grief for deceased pets, and increasingly common ideas concerning animal immortality.
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Ritual Dilemma and Religious Experience among Religious Zionist Combat Soldiers in the I.D.F.

Dr. Nehemia Stern, Bar llan University Nastern26@gmail.com

Sociologists have shown how both the military and many religious traditions act as "greedy institutions".
That is, they require absolute loyalty and prevent those who belong to them from also joining parallel
institutions. The relationship between religious practices and military life is one that is potentially rife
with political, ethical, as well as ritual conflict.

This paper offers an ethnographically grounded account into the details of this relationship. It will
explore religious experience among national religious combat soldiers in the Israel Defense Forces
(I.D.F.). It will demonstrate how questions surrounding particular ritualistic practices serve as a medium
through which religious Zionist soldiers experience larger existential moral, political, personal and
national dilemmas. These soldiers, for example, are oftentimes more concerned with the practical
problems concerning Sabbath observance, kashrut, and modesty, than they are with issues of
disobeying orders on political grounds. Here religious experience rests primarily in the quotidian realm
of halachic discourse and practice. It is through this medium that they encounter and confront both the
passions as well as the personal, political, and ethical dilemmas of everyday Israeli life.

| position this research among emerging anthropological discussions that explore the boundaries and

relationships between of piety, political affect, and nationalism. | argue for an anthropological
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methodology that is keenly attuned to religious experience in its ritual, textual, ethical and political
contexts. Such an analysis has a unique capacity to illuminate the real world dilemmas, ambiguities, and

passions that so often influence people's everyday lives in areas of conflict.
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Becoming professionals: from the Naqab to lasi and Back

Shifra Kisch, Ben Gurion University and University of Amsterdam s.kisch@uva.nl

Palestinian citizens of Israel suffer from restricted access to higher education due to various forms of
structural discrimination. Their participation in higher education is significantly lower than their relevant
proportion of the population; this under-representation is most evident in prestigious disciplines. As a
result many Palestinian, predominantly lawyers, doctors, dentists and pharmacists obtained their
degrees abroad. For both economic and historical-geopolitical reasons several universities in Eastern
Europe remained popular destinations, along with the more recent student migration to Jordan (and
Palestinian universities in the West-Bank).

In the past three decades also increasingly more Nagab Bedouin leave for studied abroad. Consequently
a new class of professionals is emerging among Arab al-Nagab. One of the conditions that distinguish
the context of professionalization among the Naqgab Bedouin is that the overwhelming majority of
Bedouin professionals — like Bedouin university students more generally — are the first generation to
access higher education.

Such professionalization among subaltern minorities thus provides an opportunity to consider what
happens when against all odds they come to inhabit the position of the more comfortable, educated,
professional middle classes. This is particularly interesting with regards to professions that are not only
prestigious but are strongly invested with discourses of ‘progress’, and modernization, such as medical

professions.
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Ontology and Anthropology: Aren’t we all nothing but Objects?
Dr. Ben Fulman, Centre for Philosophy, Religion and Social Ethics Institute for Christian Studies

Ben.fulman@gmail.com

In this lecture | wish to examine the anthropological approaches to non-humans (animals) and inanimate
objects. Two major modi operandi can be extracted from anthropological researches: first, the
‘antropho-object relation’ (or ‘anthropocentrism’) denotes that non-humans and inanimate objects are
there for-us, for our analysis, and thus are in service to improve our understanding of ourselves; second,
‘biocentrism’ contends that non-humans have intrinsic value, and therefore entail a moral and
normative consideration from humans. As much as these above approaches are advanced in their
attitude towards other creatures and things in the world, several flaws are evident: the former holds
that non-humans and inanimate objects only matter for research as long as they share affinities (e.g.,
culture) with humans and thus contribute to the analysis of humans’ life world; and the latter, as seen in
recent contemporary debates over the question of the justification of intrinsic value of things proves to

be not an easy task at all.
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Therefore, | suggest a third option is required that is not forced upon us from above, but is part of an
ontological examination of the human-world relation (also known as the ontological-turn in
anthropology that emphasizes the importance of objects). Evidently, ontology has two predominant
attributes for anthropology: First, it allows the anthropologist to delve into the matter at hand, into a
more profound reality, then the mere phenomenon; and second, in contrast to previous currents in
anthropology, such as post-modernism, ontology has the ability to establish a structure for analysis that,
although structured still remains open to revisions and alterations. This approach will be based on an
ontology of objects deduced from the philosophy of Theodor W. Adorno, which will enable us to think of
humans, non-humans and inanimate objects in a different way, one that accepts the other as one and

the same — an object.

Icons: Agents of Choice

Georgios Tsourous, University of Kent, UK gt206 @kent.ac.uk

Within the Eastern Orthodox Christian traditions, icons among other items, are artefacts of mediation in
facilitating communication with the divine although they cannot be the objects of worship. By exploring
people’s behaviour towards icons in various Greek Orthodox Churches in Jerusalem questions arise such
as to why some icons, which may even represent the same event or person, merit more respect than
others. This study suggests that specific ‘biographical’ properties and particularities of an icon, such as
miracles, can act as a determining factor into the believer’s preference among a variety of icons. An
analysis of the visual, theological and material frameworks in which the religious practice of icon
veneration unfolds can help to understand the relationship and impact that icons could possibly have on
personhood and social agency. Taking into account recent work on materiality and semiotics, Alfred
Gel’s anthropological theory of art as well as the Orthodox Christian theological viewpoint, this study
examines how icons can often become part of a nexus of social agency and act as ‘persons’. This
dimension of people’s use of icons can help provide further explanation as to the ways in which people
attribute powers to religious objects in Eastern Orthodox Christianity. By illuminating the complex and
multifaceted connections between icons with their makers and their users, as well as those with the
spiritual beings they represent, this study intends to trace their position into the realm to which these

icons are found.

The 'complete Other': The savaged human or the humanized animal?
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Rachel Ben David, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

This lecture presents a discussion on the similarities and differences between the encounter with human
'Others' and the encounter with animal 'Others' during guided 'Bar-Mitzvah safari' tours to East Africa.
The study's findings indicate that these journeys may provide an appropriate medium for shaping
desirable identities for Israeli Bar/Bat-Mitzvah children who are raised in a high socio-economic, secular,
environment.

The term ‘Other’ is common in the literature engaging with the anthropology of tourism, as well as in
that engaging with issues of identity and establishing identity. According to Bakhtin (1981) the ‘Self’ is
relative, and the ‘Other’ is always positioned as opposite to the ‘Self’ and defines the latter’s identity.
The ‘Other’ is generally perceived simultaneously as both similar to and differing from the ‘Self’. Despite
the possibility that the ‘Other’ might sometimes be perceived as threatening (Litvak-Hirsh et al., 2007),
the dialogue with it is necessary in order for the process of shaping identity to take place (Hall, 2000).
These definitions raise questions regarding the dialogues created in encounters between Israelis and
Africans, and in those between Israelis and wild animals.

What internal dialogue is created in the encounter of a Bar-Mitzvah boy with members of the Masai
tribe (nomads), as opposed to that with the Hadzeva (hunter-gatherers), who are considered the more
primitive (and therefore more animalistic)? In what way is the encounter with them different from or
similar to the encounter with lions and zebras (predators and prey), or the encounter with baboons? Are
encounters with wild animals in their natural habitat characterized only by anthropomorphism? The
findings, among others, indicate that the various types of encounter with the ‘Other’ enable
confrontation with those aspects otherwise considered taboo in children’s lives, and thus help in
shaping the gender, ethnic, national and social identities perceived as desirable.

The lecture also raises questions regarding the methodology in research into human-animal versus
human-human relations, as well as moral questions regarding tourists' responsibility towards both the
human 'Other' and the animal 'Other', and a more general anthropological question regarding social

relations.
Participation and civic responsibility: Public texts and the practices of writing in a Jewish heritage

museum in the Unites States

Chaim Noy, University of South Florida cnoy@usf.edu
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This study addresses participation in public discourse and (Habermasian) public sphere, as performed by
visitors to heritage sites and museums (Noy, 2008, 2015a,b). The paper takes a linguistic-anthropology
perspective to written acts of participation and critique, addressing the texts that visitors write on
various on-site (analogue and digital media) commenting platforms and the practices involved in
authoring and inscribing these public texts. | present findings from a four-year ethnography at the
National Museum of American Jewish History (NMAJH). The NMAJH is a new, large and liberal heritage
site, located in the historic-touristic district of Philadelphia. The museum narrates the history, livelihood
and cultural accomplishments of Jewish communities in the United States. The museum’s Contemporary
Issues Hall invites visitors to reply to museum questions: “Expression and debate are essential to
American and Jewish culture. Here, you will find four questions projected on the wall. Each weaves
together key themes from this exhibition, and current issues we face. What do you think? Pick a
question ... and write your own response and add it to the conversation. There are no right answers,
only discussions.”

With the help of Ethnography of Communication (Katriel, 1991) and Linguistic Ethnography (Rampton,
2007; Tusting & Maybin, 2007) | blend analyses of texts, material culture (technologies of mediation)
(Manning & Gershon, 2014) and practices, seeking a multi-method holistic view of the public space and
sphere as performed in at heritage museums. The analysis highlights civic responsibility and voice,

portraying how liberal discourses serve as gate-mechanism of inclusion/exclusion and Othering.
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AN"m 16:45-17:45

Speakers' Corner: An Open Discussion on a Possible AAA Boycott Motion
Facilitator: Dr. Amalia Saar, Haifa University

Participants:

Dr. Yehuda Goodman, Hebrew University

Dr. Dafna Hirsch, Open University

Prof. Michele Rivkin-Fish, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Dr. Ramez Eid, Bern University, Switzerland

Prof. Dan Rabinowitz, Tel Aviv University
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