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Professor of Anthropology, Gender and
Women's Studies, Germanic Languages
and Literatures, History, and Jewish Culture
and Society

Education
B.A. & M.A. in Anthropology - Stanford University (1993)

Ph.D. in Anthropology - University of Chicago (1998)

Research Interests

The Anthropology of Europe; Modern Jewish History and Culture; The History and Theory
of Anthropology; The Contemporary Art World

Publications

Books

Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia: Hatreds Old and New in Europe. Chicago: Prickly
Paradigm Press/University of Chicago Press, 2007.

Symptoms of Modernity: Jews and Queers in Late-Twentieth-Century Vienna. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2004.

Edited Books
Bunzl, Matti, Ania Loomba, Suvir Kaul, Antoinette Burton, and Jed Esty. Postcolonial
Studies and Beyond . Durham: Duke University Press, 2005.

Journal Articles

"The Quest for Anthropological Relevance: Borgesian Maps and Epistemological Pitfalls."
American Anthropologist 110.1 (2008): 53-60.

"Desiderata for a History of Austrian Sexualities." Austrian History Yearbook 38 (2007):
48-57.

"Anti-Islamophobia and Its Others." European Studies Forum 37.1 (2007): 10-13.
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"Between Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia: Some Thoughts on the New Europe .
American Ethnologist 32.4 (2005): 499-508.

"Anthropology Beyond Crisis: Toward an Intellectual History of the Extended Present."
Anthropology and Humanism 30.2 (2005): 187-195.

"Boas, Foucault, and the ‘Native Anthropologist’: Notes toward a Neo-Boasian
Anthropology." American Anthropologist 106.3 (2004): 435-442.

"Of Holograms and Storage Areas: Modernity and Postmodernity at Vienna’s Jewish
Museum." Cultural Anthropology 18.4 (2003): 435-468.

"Austrian Zionism and the Jews of the New Europe." Jewish Social Studies 9.2 (2003): 154-
173.

Bunzl , Matti . "Boas, foucault and the "native anthropologist": Notes toward a neo-boasian
anthropology." American Anthropologist 106.3 (2003): 435-442.

Bunzl , Matti . "Of holograms and storage areas: Modernity and postmodernity at vienna's
jewish museum." Cultural Anthropology 18.4 (2003): 435-468.

"Inverted Appellation and Discursive Gender Insubordination: An Austrian Case Study in
Gay Male Conversation." Discourse & Society 11.2 (2000): 207-236.

"Political Inscription, Artistic Reflection: A Recontextualization of Contemporary
Viennese-Jewish Literature." The German Quarterly 73.2 (2000): 163-170.

"Resistive Play: Sports and the Emergence of Jewish Visibility in Contemporary Vienna."
Journal of Sport & Social Issues 24.3 (2000): 232-250.

"Outing as Performance/ Outing as Resistance: A Queer Reading of Austrian
(Homo)Sexualities." Cultural Anthropology 12.1 (1997): 129-151.

"The City and the Self: Narratives of Spatial Belonging among Austrian Jews." City &
Society (1996): 50-81.

"The Poetics of Politics and the Politics of Poetics: Richard Beer-Hofmann and Theodor
Herzl Reconsidered." The German Quarterly 69.3 (1996): 277-304.

"On the Politics and Semantics of Austrian Memory: Vienna's Monument against War and

Fascism." History and Memory 7.2 (1995): 7-40.
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Herstory: women anthropologists and local histories
Chairs: Esther Hertzog (Beit Berl College); Herta Noebauer (University of Vienna)

* Esther Hertzog (Beit Berl College), Marginalized female anthropologists
and the history of Israeli Anthropology

* Herta Noebauer (University of Vienna), Continuous discontinuities: critical
reflections on anthropology in Austria from a feminist perspective

* Ofra Greenberg (Western Galilee Academic College): Historical
perspective in the study of women prisoners by a female anthropologist

INT2 NN e
(772 nra n%%7on) 019X N> A

TI0'N - AT L,(ANINON AV'ONANIXNI [I77WYR NMTENA N7'7ON0) 1110 AN °
MmN N

D™7U2N 7Y NINOMA WITYW 'UINIRD 'TINN "7X'0N ,(N9'N NV'0NANIX) "'wl DIN °

NIDPNYN — NHIWIY NAI711D01 AT ,(]'7'N 12 NV'ONANIX) A ™A' 'Y @
N'NN%0

III—I' L]
nj709n

n'v'n 0'avin nyixa

N 1ARNI AN Nt
(22X 7N NV'OTMIIK) Ty T A"

['2 PANN YAUYT7 NRWISN - NNTR? D20 |2 ,(NMayn NV'0NANIND) Y [N °
w71 NIAY'NNA 0707 0ImNn

9:00-9:30
9:30-11:00

10 awin
(7 nnm)

11 awin
(hannj 20 Nn)

12 2wuin
(12 Ann)

11:00-11:15
11:15-12:45

13 awin
(7 nnm)

10 : iaa@beitberl.ac.il 11170P?XR IRIT , www.anthropology.org.il :1T1AR1 MY


mailto:iaa@beitberl.ac.il
http://www.anthropology.org.il/

N78IYN NAIZIDNNIRN NTIARN
38-n miwn ondn
NIMNAT-781 NINT AT ¥ ARI719NNIX (Nt ATha
28-29.4.2010 n1yn ,nNIMSN NV'0NAIIRN

0P'791177 NN DY™A NTN NO'ON L (]7*'X 712 NV'ONANIR) DYWYT W ' @
'N2'20-'NNaN

10N'NIT FTINY (I07W NN W 1901 'YL (72 A nY'7on) aMaax Tivon ¢
0InoIN 19> 7w NI9'0

AN NN NN DNP'OMI0Y ] DMWY AT L (1M 2 NV0NANIR) X A e
D7V Ny N1dYA

N1*TNAI NATI9INNIX
(Chairs: Eyal Ben-Ari, (Hebrew University); Herta Noebauer (University of Vienna

* Orit Abuhav (Beit Berl College), Anthropology and the Pre-State of Israel:
Brauer and His Generation (Film+)

* Herta Noebauer (University of Vienna), The power of the written paper: Dis-
Connecting Anthropology and the State

* Eyal Ben-Ari (Hebrew University(, Anthropology, Research and State
Violence: Some Observations from an Israeli Anthropologist
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This talk addresses the ways of translation of the global "western" therapeutic
culture in contemporary Russia. Until lately, "Russian literature"” and
"Communist ideology" served as major sites of production and articulation of
the subject. Today, "Therapy" introduces itself as a competitive authoritative
and effective site of self-constitution. The manifestations of the newly
introduced therapeutic model of subjectivity are evident today in the arenas of
online dating, pop-psychology style TV shows and cinema productions, self-
help literature and the popular self-empowerment workshops. However, the
absence of the basic elements of the emotional capitalist culture and the
presence of alternative Russian-Soviet modes of subjectivity and of, what I call,
‘emotional socialism™ invites an investigation of the meaning and practice of the
post-soviet therapeutic self. While tracing the ways of the domestication and
contesting of therapeutic cultural forms in post-Soviet popular culture, | shall
outline the discursive move where the familiar Russian words (such as
"chuvstva" (emotions), "rabota nad soboy" (self-work), "I'ubov™ (love), "handra"
(depression) etc.) are reinterpreted within the new therapeutic framework but
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Paternity Suits in Bedouin Society
Aref Abu-Rabia (Ben-Gurion University) - arefabu@gmail.com

This paper deals with paternity (fatherhood- ubuwa) among the pastoral
nomadic Bedouin tribes in the Middle East and North Africa. It explores how
peoples of this region as well as their traditional judges (gadis) make their
decisions about paternity according to certain methods like bish’a - ordeal by
fire, countenance and character (firasah) of the child/adult. This paper is based
on case studies from the field dealing with tribal paternity suits, as well as

interviews with traditional gadis and litigants.

Politically Engaged Anthropology in the Israeli Case
David Wesley (Independent Researcher) - david.a.wesley@gmail.com

This paper focuses on some problematics of politically-engaged anthropology,
using the case of a study carried out on the web of power relations involving
Arab towns in Israel and various state bodies. It looks at the Zionist discourse
on development and the colonialist exclusion inherent in that discourse, and
also at the Zionist historical narrative and Palestinian absence. It will consider
the solution offered by the approach of relational history as well as some of the
limits of that approach. This paper will integrate personal testimony at the

interface of research and social-political encounter.
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This presentation raises questions about the image of “dispersion” in reference
to Judaism and in relation to anthropology, exploring possible implications of an
“‘Anthropology of the Jews.” Dispersion is generally viewed negatively within
Jewish culture, relating to the ancient exile from Judea. The dispersion of
humankind, by contrast, is a conceptual challenge to anthropology which
thrives upon fathoming its extent and implications. In the Christian world, the
main setting of Jewish life over the past millennium, dispersed Jewry was a sign
of God’s displeasure with them, but this perception also meant that extreme
Jewish dispersion was a sign of the approach of salvation. Somewhat parallel,
although by no means precise, notions of discovering the “ten Lost tribes” arose
occasionally in Jewish history, at times with echoes of a messianic-like figure
from afar. The rise of Zionism, with its image of the ingathering of Jewish
groups, simultaneously underlined the fact of their diversity. This leads to
hypotheses about possible “messianic” motifs running through attempts to

formulate a Jewish anthropology.
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11. Herstory: women anthropologists and local histories
Direcotr: Esther Hertzog (Beit Berl College) - bental4(@gmail.com
Herta Noebauer (University of Vienna) - herta.noebauer(@univie.ac.at

This session will address the history (herstory) of women anthropologists in
local anthropology. It will discuss women-anthropologists® roles, impact,
positioning etc., with regard to historical processes and events that took place
in their countries/societies. Mainstream anthropology has devoted growing
interest to anthropology’s critical history as well as its various histories around
the world in the more recent past and present. We shall welcome proposals for
papers that will contribute to a critical gendered-history of anthropologies by
discussing several local perspectives on “women writing culture” (Behar and
Gordon 1995). These papers should ask broader questions relevant for a more
differentiated and critical understanding of anthropology’s historiography,
institutionalization and professionalism. We are interested in raising questions
that relate to: the life stories of women-anthropologists on the background of
economic-social-political processes of their societies/countries; the status of
women-anthropologists in academia in the past, as compared to the present;
the role of women-anthropologists in promoting academic, anthropological in
particular, research and teaching of gender issues, along the years; the
changing topics that were of interest for women-anthropologists; the role of
women-anthropologists in social struggles that took place in various historical

contexts, and so forth.

Marginalized female anthropologists and the history of Israeli
Anthropology

Esther Hertzog (Beit Berl College) - bental4(@gmail.com

My paper discusses the role of female anthropologists in the history of Israeli
Anthropology. | will suggest a few insights with regard to some of the
characteristics of these anthropologists’ contribution along the social,
institutional and academic processes which took place since the beginning of

the Israeli anthropology's existence. The paper will relate mainly to two issues:
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1. the role and status of female anthropologists in the Israeli Anthropology and
2. Some of the conspicuous contributions of female scholars to Israeli
anthropology. | shall refer to the historical developments, as they are described
by Orit Abuhav's doctoral thesis and to some of the women anthropologists’
studies. It will be argued that women anthropologists™ position within the
established system of the anthropological profession in the universities has
been relatively weak since the emergence of the discipline. However, some
accumulating data suggests that women's position and professional
accomplishments have improved in the current decade. Nevertheless, many
female-anthropologists end up in peripheral academic institutes at the margins
of the hegemonic-university based system. Most of them are working in
colleges, research institutes and empirical projects. | will argue that many of
studies that are being carried out by female anthropologists "outsiders"
contributed (and still do) significantly to the anthropological research in Israel.
Moreover, their studies about women offer a unique contribution to the social

research in Israel.

Continuous discontinuities: critical reflections on anthropology in Austria
from a feminist perspective
Herta Noebauer (University of Vienna) - herta.noebauer@univie.ac.at

My paper engages with women anthropologists and their institutional and
theoretical positions in the past and the present in Austria. While today’s socio-
cultural anthropology is located in three academic institutions in Vienna its
educational monopoly is at the University of Vienna. Apart from the
exclusiveness of teaching also the vast majority of research is done in the
university context. However, women anthropologists, and especially feminists,
continue to be exposed to marginalization and serious discontinuities in their
careers (even though women predominate among graduates by now). In a
similar vein, women are still grappling with their female antecessors’ invisibilities
and the fragmentation of women’s history in anthropology. Despite facing grave
institutional  disadvantages, however, women have contributed to
anthropology’s development on a national and international level to a

considerable extent. Referring to historical ethnography and to quantitative and
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qualitative research on women anthropologists as well as to personal activities

and reflections | will discuss some significant instances of women’s work and
experiences as anthropologists inside and outside of academia. In connection
with that, | show key political, social and institutional impetuses for stimulating,
promoting and institutionalizing gender studies. | will conclude by pointing to
two critical dimensions of the present, particularly: first, the awkward relation
between not integrating women as teachers and researchers, on the one hand,
and integrating gender studies in the curriculum, on the other hand; and
second, the critical relation between marginalized teachers and students who

graduate in anthropology and in anthropological gender studies, specifically.

Historical perspective in the study of women prisoners by a female
anthropologist

Ofra Greenberg (Western Galilee Academic College) - OfraG@wgalil.ac.il
The research in a women's prison began almost 40 years ago, and was ended
officially a year and half later. However, information focusing on the lives of two
of the main figures with whom the researcher was in contact at the time,

continued to flow.

This new data shed new light on past events, and opens up additional
perspectives. Likewise, the researcher's subsequent life experience contribute

to a new meaning and different interpretation of past events.
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13. Anthropology and the State
Eyal Ben-Ari, (Hebrew University) - mseba@huiji.ac.il

Herta Noebauer (University of Vienna) - herta.noebauer@univie.ac.at

This panel will deal with some of the multifaceted relations between
anthropology and the state. Encompassing three case studies, it centers on
such issues as state power and academic institutions, funding and subjects of
research, or careering and forms of exclusion and inclusion. We hope to

generate a discussion that is explicitly comparative in its emphasis.

Anthropology and the Pre-State of Israel : Brauer and His Generation
Orit Abuhav (Beit Berl College) - abuhav@beitberl.ac.il

45 : iaa@beitberl.ac.il 11170P?XR IRIT , www.anthropology.org.il :1T1AR1 MY


mailto:iaa@beitberl.ac.il
http://www.anthropology.org.il/
mailto:mseba@huji.ac.il
mailto:hilazaban@gmail.com

NXIYN NARIDNNIXD NTIARN
38-n 'miwin 01dN
NIMNAT-781 NINT AT ¥ ARI719NNIX (Nt ATha
28-29.4.2010 n1yn ,nNIMSN NV'0NAIIRN

Brauer and his co-anthropologists carried out their anthropological research
under the British Mandate of Palestine, that is in what may be termed “pre-state
Israel”. | will present a film about Brauer and then discuss his generation of
scholars as anthropologists of their time: they were educated within the tradition
of European Ethnology, worked under the colonial British mandate, and

supported by grants from the Jewish Diaspora.

The power of the written paper: Dis-Connecting Anthropology and the
State

Herta Noebauer (University of Vienna) - herta.noebauer@univie.ac.at

This presentation addresses the issue of technologies of power working at the
interface of anthropology and the state. | propose that the written paper is one
major technology of power constituting the interrelation between anthropology
with its institutionalized body of written knowledge and the state which is
essentially determined by written papers. More specifically, | argue that it is the
powerful operation of identifying and placing people through written forms which
signifies the connection of anthropology with or its disconnection from the state
in historical and even contemporary contexts. While my argument might be
exemplified through various interrelations occurring in colonial and nation-
building contexts I cite the historical relations between
anthropology/anthropologists and the Nazi regime in Austria and Germany as a
specific example. As a concluding bridge to the present | would like to stimulate
a discussion on anthropology’s various relations with the state today. In this
regard | would especially like to raise questions on the relevance of writing
down “identities” and “places” of/for people for anthropologists’ current (dis-)

connecting interrelation with specific state interests.

Anthropology, Research and State Violence: Some Observations from an
Israeli Anthropologist
Eyal Ben-Ari (Hebrew University) - mseba@huiji.ac.il

Against the background of the controversy over the relations between
anthropologists and the military, | would like to use my observations as a

scholar of war and the armed forces to do the following things: First, | situate
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the ongoing debate as a peculiarly American rendering of global academic
processes marking our discipline. Second, | contend that while heavily colored
by American biases, this debate nevertheless carries implications for scholars
around the world because of the structural centrality of American academia.
Third, | maintain that we anthropologists have a political and moral duty to
continue studying the military and processes of militarization and militarism
including studies enabled by the armed forces because of what they may reveal
about the bases for using state-mandated armed force around the world.
Fourth, | explain how fieldwork such as | have been carrying out among Israeli
troops and commanders implicates a number of rather particular issues and

necessitates a careful process of dialogue with the subjects of our study.

nixa'vp*aio /oo /vt .14
michalpagis@gmail.com - (NN NV'0IAIND) 0'29 D' "1

The panel explores the dialectical relationship between knowledge, practice
and subjectivity. Drawing on different field sites, each paper demonstrates the
importance of studying the “doing” and “experiencing” part of life in order to
understand the impact of “knowing.” Through paying attention to how
knowledge is used, constituted and becomes embodied, we confront classical
questions in anthropology regarding knowledge, discourse and tradition: is

knowledge enabling or limiting, abstract or embodied, coherent or fragmented?

From Abstract Concepts to Experiential Knowledge: Embodying
Enlightenment in a Meditation Center

michalpagis@gmail.com - (N"12yN NV'0IA1IXRN) 0'A9 75N

How do abstract philosophies turn into lived reality? Based on two years of
ethnographic observations and in-depth interviews of vipassana meditation
practitioners in Israel and the United States, the paper follows the process
through which meditators embody the three main Buddhist tenets:
dissatisfaction, impermanence and not-self. While meditators consider these
tenets central to Buddhist philosophy, it is only through the practice of

meditation that the tenets are experienced on the bodily level and thereby are
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“realized” as truth. This realization takes place in situated environments, such
as the meditation center, where the practice of meditation facilitates the
production of specific subjective experiences, experiences that enable the
Buddhist tenets to become meaningful in the life of practitioners. The paper
illustrates how cognitive ways of knowing cannot be studied separately from
their embodied and emotional bases, and suggests a framework for studying
the variety of relations that can exist between abstract concepts and embodied

experience.

Negotiating Anorexic Subjectivity in an Era of Elusive Normalcy
sgooldin@gmail.com - (N"2ayn NV'0N2IINRN) [*T71 72'0
The “Pro-Ana’ (pro-anorexia) movement is a semi-underground virtual
community of anorexic women who re-construct anorexia as a legitimate life-
style choice. At the heart of this "anti-recovery’” movement is an attempt to de-
pathologize anorexia and create a community which supports those who
choose 'to be' anorexic. In recent years, 'Pro-Ana’ gained attention in a
handful of studies that tend to view it as a distinct phenomenon- primarily
defined by the internet media. In this paper | want to challenge this view, and
argue that 'Pro-Ana’ is one particular display of a much wider cultural
phenomenon of “elusive normalcy™ which characterizes contemporary feminine
bodily projects. Since the late 1970s feminist therapists and cultural feminists
have argued that eating disorders are meshed into the matrix of late-modern
Patriarchal consumer-culture. The underlying argument of this critic is that
contemporary consumer culture creates women's anxieties over their body and
that there is a significant cultural proximity between so-called ‘normal’ and
‘pathological’ practices such as dieting, eating disorders, gymming, plastic
surgeries or cosmetic consumption. Therefore, politicizing anorexia is inherently
dependent on problematizing the elusive line between normal and pathological
feminine “bodily projects’. | argue that the cultural ambiguity surrounding
women's body projects, shapes an experience of “elusive normalcy’ that is
central to contemporary anorexics™ subjectivities. The paper demonstrates that

“elusive normalcy’ echoes in a wide range of anorexic experiences. To illustrate
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this argument, | draw on findings from an ethnographic study in an eating
disorders outpatient unit in Israel, and on discourse analysis of Pro-Ana

websites.

The Freedom in Submission: how traditional Arab poets mastered their
rhythm

khaled@post.tau.ac.il - (2'2aX 71 NV'ON21IX) IO TIRN

In interview shortly before his death, Foucault describes the practice of liberty
as a mastery of self whereby in Antiquity “being free meant not being a slave to
one’s self and to one’s appetites.” He even invokes Plutarch who describes the
relation between self and truth: “You must have learned principles so firmly that
when your desires, your appetites or your fears awaken like barking dogs, the
logos will speak with the voice of a master who silences the dogs with a single
command.” | want to relocate these articulations to the field of poetic
production, more specifically to how Arab poets confront the question of
freedom when they seek to generate rhythms driven from their tradition. In an
essentially exploratory paper, | analyze narratives from my ethnographic
fieldwork among Arab poets as they describe their introduction to, training in,
and mastery of metrical discipline. These seemingly “technical” narratives host,
as my tentative argument goes, a paradigm of freedom that is strikingly at odds
with liberal modalities of freedom, which pit submission against freedom. In
contrast to poets of secular modernity who posit the sovereignty of the self as a
prerequisite of liberation, poets who measure their sounds with an illiberal
paradigm of liberty, acquire rhythmical freedom, that is, an ability to generate
varied rhythms through submission to the sovereignty of meter. This generative
submission to meter is precisely what enables some but not all poets to contest

various forms of authority in society: tribal, religious, national, and colonial.

hazan@post.tau.ac.il - (2"axX 7N NV'ON2MIIX) |Th DN :1'an
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Fieldwork
Direcotr: Nir Avieli (Ben Gurion University) - avieli@exchange.bgu.ac.il

As George Foster (1979) noted over thirty years ago, long-term fieldwork is not
only an opportunity to study the dynamics of change but also to delve into the
multiple dimensions of culture. Whether consisting of a series of return visits to
the same people in the same place, or an exploration of multiplex diasporic
sites, long-term fieldwork challenges anthropology's methodological wisdom
that demands a year or two of data-collection based on full cultural immersion.
Mirroring the process of liminality--or putting one’s own life on hold to live
among Others in accordance with their lifeways--ethnographers often write up
their work in an eternal present tense. The lived-in, as well as theoretical results
of long-term fieldwork, however, challenge the appropriateness of freezing time
and push anthropologists to develop more suitable and salient genres. The
papers in this panel struggle with temporality and cover wide territorial ground
(Bosnia-Herzegovina, [Ethiopia,] Israel, Vietham) as they reveal the timely

implications of long-term fieldwork.

How Post-War is Post-War Sarajevo?
Fran Markowitz (Ben Gurion University) - fran@bgu.ac.il

Tense and Tension in Long-Term Fieldwork: How Post-War is Post-War
Sarajevo? Long-term fieldwork opens up several dilemmas to anthropologists
working in the midst of what Buroway and Verdery (1989) called "uncertain
transitions" and in the aftermath of cataclysmic events. For how long ought we
to declare places, peoples, countries and cultures as post-9/11, post-war, or
post-socialist? How to research and write of the "post" without freezing flux into
a trait list or bundle of stories that are narrated and interpreted in the immediacy
of the ethnographic present? These questions sit at the very core of my work in

Sarajevo, where for over a decade after the Dayton Accords ended the war that
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besieged the city, people continue to divide time into normative, life-affirming
Yugoslav time; war-time, and the uncertain, post-war present continuous. Yet
that present continuous, captured in the phrase, "post-war Sarajevo" describes
different moods and circumstances and expresses different meanings and
motivations at different times during the post-war decade. This paper, then,
provides a springboard for discussing the effects of long-term fieldwork as it
vexes the ethnographic present as a stylistc mode of representation.
Specifically, it addresses the difficulties of writing a text that credits the
dynamism of time while accounting for the entrenchment of terms and policies

that are setting the parameters of culture in "post-war" Sarajevo.

From Baby to Vacuum-Cleaner
Dafna Shir Vertesh (Ben Gurion University) - dafnash@bgu.ac.uk

From Baby to Vacuum-Cleaner: The Importance of Long-Term Fieldwork in
Understanding Transspecies Relations My research on human-animal relations
in the familial sphere began as a “traditional” year-(or two)-long project. The
drastic changes these relationships underwent caught me by surprise, and
without second thought | extended my fieldwork in order to follow the
transformations and understand their meanings. Instead of a "time out of time"
fieldwork experience, | found myself continuing to examine Israeli families over
time, facing the fact that they are not stuck in a timeless present. This paper is
a retrospective analysis of the reasons why my research mandated long-term
research, and the possibilities it offers for an understanding of transspecies

relationships.

Changing Foodways in Hoi An: Anthropology and the Rite of Return
Nir Avieli (Ben Gurion University) - avieli@exchange.bgu.ac.il

A basic demand in anthropology is that the researcher should be a stranger in
the field (or, at least, estranged). It is the existential sense of "an outsider’, for
whom everything is new, different and thought-provoking that enhances
anthropological insights. Paradoxically, this sense of strangeness erodes very
quickly while doing fieldwork precisely because participant-observation is so

effective at establishing contacts, making friends and getting to know what is
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going on. In this paper | argue that one way of holding the stick at both ends -
that is, maintaining a sense of wonder while feeling familiar, comfortable and
well connected, is by conducting long-term fieldwork based on constant returns
to the field. Drawing on my longer and shorter research periods in the
Vietnamese town of Hoi An since 1998, | show how cultural change becomes
the main concern of my research. | also discuss my own perspective, which has

changed along the years and affects my interests and sensibilities.
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Timing and Time .21
asafh02@bezeqgint.net - (n"1ayn nv'o0NaMIX) ATH OKX "I

“I'm late, I'm late, for a very important date, I'm late”. (Louis-Carol) The rabbit

in wonderland is constantly late, quintessentially late. His social timing is wrong,
it is eternally syncopated, he is always in a hurry and so his rhythm is wrong
too, but he still misses out on whatever is important to him, say, his date with
the queen of hearts. The rabbit, always late and always in a hurry modifies the
flow of time, because enhancing pace is meant to overcome lateness, yet in his
case running only speeds up time, and his efforts are to no avail. Timing should
bring together at least two things, the rabbit and the queen, timing is a meeting
point. But is the rabbit constantly out of time because wonderland does not
follow the same logic, time, space and size as we do, or doesn't it? This
session will ask the question of timing, and its consequences concerning
rhythm and the elasticity of time. What does social timing do as it comes
together or grow apart? What are the potentialities of timing, of perfect timing,
of faulty timing, political, military or economic timing and their rhythms, religious
timing, slowing of time in ritual (as Kapferer suggests), performance timing,
dramatic timing. How does social timing generate meaning, and how does
twisting timing this way or that affect cosmologies. Because the social as it is
done in its own right depends on the exact coming together and parting ways of
its elements in time.

Timing Creativity of Repetition in Japanese Archery — Kyiddo
einatcb@hotmail.com — |n> jIx-12 n1'y

Training in Japanese archery — Kyludo — consists of repeating the same
movements, the same series of eight steps to a shot. As in other traditional
Japanese practices, this endless repetition generates a transformation. After
years of training the practitioners find themselves somewhere else. Training
certainly improves the archer's capacity to hit the target, nevertheless Kyudo
teachers insist that hitting the target is not the aim of Kyddo, leaving the real

aim of this practice unformulated. In Kyldo the dynamics of the relations within
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body and sociality, the interaction with tools — the bow, the arrows the shooting
glove and the target — and with the environment at large, are contracted into a
single instance, the timing of the shot. The arrow must not leave the bow too
soon neither too late. Kyldo depends on this ephemeral meeting point when
the entire scene, and with it the entire world are stitched together while the
moving arrow is the needle. Through this endless repetition a difference
appears; a new cosmology is generated, one that can shrink the entire world

into a single shot.
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