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Routine and Crisis:
An Ethnography of Meaning-Making in Crisis Situations

Over the past few years, human existence has been lived out in the shadow of
ongoing crisis. Since October 7th 2023, our region has experienced a war, an
ever-worsening constitutional crisis, an increase in violence and deep and
ongoing social division. Worldwide, political violence, economic collapse, and
environmental deterioration have become an ongoing dimension of daily life.
These multiple crisis situations pose new challenges for anthropology, as a
discipline shaped by the project of the Enlightenment and the desire to
encounter the Other. Far-reaching political changes, accompanied by the
emergence and spread of new technologies, such as generative artificial
intelligence, invite a reexamination of human experience, political action, and
cultural creativity.

Ethnographic work on and in times of crisis interrogates familiar
anthropological concepts, while giving birth to new ones. It encourages us to
think of routine not only as a space of stability as opposed to crisis, but as a
dynamic social practice, generating new cultural meanings and constructing
patterns of proximity and distance under conditions of violence, uncertainty,
and existential insecurity.

In this context, we invite anthropological studies, as well as works from related
fields that employ ethnographic tools or anthropological theory, focusing on
patterns of life that emerge in the shadow of crisis. The conference committee
will also consider sessions and lectures from the field of anthropology that are
not directly related to the conference theme.The variety of meetings and
events of the conference will encourage fruitful and friendly dialogue between
researchers who engage in ethnographic work or anthropological theory, and
share common interests.

Deadline: March 1, 2026.
Candidacy for lectures/sessions must be submitted via the
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General Guidelines for participation in the conference:

1.Conference lectures and sessions may be submitted by members of the
Israeli Anthropological Association. Membership in the association must
be renewed prior to registration for the conference via

2.Each participant may present only one work at the conference.
Presenters may, however, also serve as chairpersons and panelists.

3.Papers may be presented in Hebrew, Arabic or English.

4.As in the past, proposals may also be submitted on topics not directly
related to the main theme of the conference.

5.All proposals will be subject to academic adjudication and will be subject
to the conference schedule. Priority will be given to works based on
ethnographic research.

6.Lectures based on MA thesis work must be jointly submitted by the
author and their supervisor. Lectures based on doctoral theses currently
in progress should be accompanied by a supervisor’s recommendation.

Book Festival:

A book celebration event will be held in the course of the conference,
presenting books in the field of anthropology published over the last two
years.

Awards:
The following awards will be presented during the conference (click on the
links for further details):

For questions and further details, please contact us at:

Members of the Organizing_ Committee: Dr. Ravit Talmi-Cohn (President of
the Association), Prof. Tamar El Or (Hebrew University Representative), Dr.
Shlomo Guzmen-Carmeli (Bar-llan University Representative), Dr. Rafi
Grosglik (Ben-Gurion University of the Negev Representative), Dr. Janet
Cohen (Colleges Representative), Dr. Inna Leykin (Open University
Representative), Dr. Maha Natoor (University of Haifa Representative), Riki
Anteby (Doctoral Student Representative), Dr. Zeev Kalifon (Treasurer of the
Association), Prof. Michal Kravel-Tovi (Tel Aviv University Representative).
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